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A collection of TOP SECRET instructions for creating home made versions of popular toy store

items including: Gooey Gunk, Funny Putty, Sidewalk Chalk, Creepie Crawlers, Treasure Stones, Lip

Gloss, Grass Head Guys, Shake & Make Ice Cream, Squeeze Rockets and many more. All of the

projects are created in minutes using kitched cupboard items. Kid Concoctions projects promote

science, art, math, recycling and basic life skills.
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Why does my kitchen look like Dexter's Laboratory? Because my 8 year old loves to cook up his

own 'recipes', mixing and zapping all kinds of concoctions.When I saw this book, I decided to give it

a try, and I'm glad I did! It helps to keep the experiments in-line. There are almost 70 easy, cheap,

interesting recipes in this book.The author cautions that adult supervision is needed - definitely true

since although the ingredients are pretty much common to the household, they include some that

are messy to handle and sometimes a stove or glue guns are used.We leave our book on the

kitchen table, and before running an experiment, my son checks to see if we have the ingredients.

Food coloring, corn starch, white glue, funnels, rock salt, water are scattered throughout the book

(the only addition I'd make to this book would be a checklist of common ingredients, to add to my

grocery shopping list!)A favorite for the little kids (under 7) is the shaving soap/food coloring/egg

carton/paint brush in the bathtub combination. Instant watercolors, with just 2 ingredients (water and



food coloring) is also popular or instant finger paints, with liquid starch, powdered paint and freezer

paper.For older kids, jewels and gems can be made of white glue, the ever-present food coloring,

and rock salt and given as gifts. They can make their own stickers with water and gelatin, or use

coffee grinds, flour and a few other very ordinary things and make Treasure Stones, to hide gems or

secret messages in, and give to friends (or teachers, or family).Clean up and prep for most of these

are easy enough a child could do it! (As I tell my son).
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